CITIZEN CONNECTION Creating Change One
Winter 2003 Person at a Time

“We cannot solve the problems that we have created withatine shinking that
created them.” -Albert Einstein

Over the past 100 years, the watershed has faced tremendous wlidliegstill
trying to provide the resources we all depend on: food, shediereation,
wildlife, jobs and many others. The benefits of a healthy wlatel are endless.
The watershed has seen a tremendous shift in farming practicespaeset and
lifestyles. These shifts have offered numerous benefitsabtihe same time
created some very serious problems. The problems of degradedgwaliy,
decreased soil fertility, increased flooding and amplified developmersiypeesn
area lakes need to be addressed by each individual of theshemter These
problems did not happen overnight nor can they be solved with one xeastysfi
not a question of returning the landscape to how it was 100 hundredagears
but rather of preserving it so that it can be enjoyed 100 years from now.

The watershed was not impaired by one source, the impairmentasult of
hundreds of individual decisions coming together as one large enenbam
threat.

With the beginning of a new year, the Chippewa River WatdrdPimject
implores YOU to make improving watershed health a priority in 208all
changes to daily activities will play a big part in a cleaner, hiealiatershed.

Committing to a healthy watershed is everyone’s responsibilitythe Chippewa
River Watershed Project is dedicated to furthering the camnit by
“Connecting People Through Their River.”

Watershed Funds Available
in East Branch Chippewa

The Chippewa River Watershed Projectin implementing water quality
was awarded $120,840 from the Federalimprovement projects.

319 Grant Fund for water quality . .

improvement projects for the East Branch Primary targets will be added bonuses for
Chippewa River Sub-Watershed. Puffer strip instaliment, shoreline
Incentive payments and cost-sharing will f€storation/naturalization  projects,
be available to the residents of the EastOffering cost share for fencing and
Branch Chippewa River shortly. In alternative water systems in livestock

addition to the existing programs offered €xclusion projects, and other special
by the Soil and Water Conservation Projects needed by the residents of the
District and the Natural Resources East Branch Chippewa River to create a

Conservation Service, landowners will be _hefalthie( watershed. Call today for more
able to look towards the CRWP for help nformation

Inside this issue:

Quote of the Day

Projects on the Ground-Shakopee Headwaters

CHIPPEWA RIVER WATERSHED PROJECT

“Anything else you're interested in i
not going to happen if you can't
breath the air and drink the water.

Nutrient Management in the Shakopee

2002 Monitoring Review

Stopping Stormwater Pollution
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Citizen Monitoring in the Chippewa

Going Native: A Highlight of Barsness Park
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Projects on the Land-Shakopee Creek Headwaters

The Shakopee Creek Headwaters Watershed, the first identified priority area of the Chippewa River
Watershed due to elevated levels of sediment, nutrients and bacteria, received a 319 Grant in March of
2001 to implement best management practices for improving water quality. Since receiving the grant, Rob
Spitzley, SCHP Coordinator, and the local work group have been working hard to get projects on the land.

Take a look at what’s been done and call Rob at 320-231-0008 x 132 to be the next BMP participant!

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPs)

CREP filter strips 55.6 acres
CREP filter strips 15.6 acres
Livestock exclusion |
Sediment basins |
Nutrient management plans 2
Wetland restorations 2
Shoreline naturalizations 2

Total 319 BMP Funds Awarded:

319 BMP Funds Spent:
319 BMP Funds Remaining:

Septic system upgrades 22
Total Septic Loan Funds:
Septic Loan Funds Spent:

Septic Loan Funds Remaining:

$7,960.00
$3,120.00

$700.00

$551.92

$1,170.25

$1,000.00

$2,340.24
$77,265.59
$ 16,842.41
$ 60,423.18

$105,057.72
$250,000.00
$105,057.72

6

Shakopee Creek Headwaters Project BMPs

2 4.2 acre CRP

[] SCHP funded wetlands
= Septics 2002 - [20]
Sp

0 6 Miles

$144,942.28

Shakopee Creek Watershed
Nutrient Management Program

As part of the implementation
focus in the Shakopee Creek
Watershed, the first priority
sub-basin of the Chippewa River
Watershed, some landowners
are participating in a Nutrient
Management Program. In an
effort to reduce the runoff of
excess nutrients from
agricultural lands, participants
are agreeing to establish 40 acre
work plots and based on soil test
analysis and manure analysis
apply any commercial fertilizers
at  University of Minnesota
recommendations. Participants
receive a per acre compensation
for participating as well as
reimbursement for soil and

manure tests. This program is a
great opportunity for
landowners to make sure they
are taking enough credit for soil
and manure nutrients.  The
program is designed for
education and to provide the
opportunity to experiment with
your farming operation and
receive some compensation. If
yield goals can be achieved with
the reduction of commercial
fertilizer it will be a win-win

situation.  Profit margins will
widen and nonpoint source
pollution potential should

decrease. Participants are being
asked to cooperate for two years.
The program is being funded

through the Swift County Water
Plan and administered by the
Chippewa River Watershed
Project with assistance from the
Natural Resource Conservation
Service-Swift County. If you live
in the Shakopee Creek
Watershed and are interested in
the program for the 2004
cropping season contact

Jennifer at 320-269-2139 x120 or
Swift SWCD at 320-842-720L
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2002 Monitoring Summary, Paul Wymar

2002 marks five years of CRWP monitorin¢ people who use the river for swimming and boating.
on the Chippewa River. Results from CRWIHomeowners need to get their septic systems
monitoring indicate that 2002 was an improveme inspected and take advantage of low interest loans
over past years. In addition, a general improvir available to them through their local county offices.
trend seems to be emerging. In addition, landowners with livestock should

While it is still too early to decipher the contact their local NRCS office about ways to

monitoring data to statistica
satisfaction, the Chippew Site 18 Hwy 40, Total Suspended Solids
seems to be heading in Normalized Yield
cleaner direction. When w
look at the last five years ¢
data we see across i 25000
watershed a reduction in th
monitored pollutants. This i 20000
good news, it means that tf ' 15000
river has been getting cleang S
The data shows thg F 10000 -
the majority of the pollutant
are still coming through afte 5000 1 .
the spring rain storms. Th 0
importance of maintaining
high levels of crop residue o 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998
fields can not be stress
enough.
Fecal Coliform in the river continues to be i minimize livestock access to flowing water.
concern. From mid June to late August tes Why are we seeing cleaner water? The

reported water that was not fit for human contacverdict is still out but there has been an incredible
The limit for human contact is 200 Organisms ptamount of conservation work done by farmers,
100 ml (O/100 ml). Readings as high as 11,0(residents, sportsmen and natural resource
were reported. This is a concern for the mair professionals throughout the 1990’s. It is likely that
their efforts are beginning to
show. But there remains
Hwy 40, 2002, Fecal Coliform vs Date work to be done, surveys
conducted this summer
determined that some
tributaries of the Chippewa
have no buffer of any size
on over 50% of their erosion
prone banks. So while the
residents of the Chippewa
Watershed do deserve
1 congratulations there is still
work to be done.
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Stopping Stormwater Pollution

Stormwater runoff is a
big player in non-point
source pollution in the
Chippewa River
Watershed that most
people don’t even think
about. Our creeks,
rivers, and lakes are
affected by stormwater
runoff every time it rains or snows.
Thanks to some local youth, the
communities of Kerkhoven and
Montevideo will have lots of
reminders to be storm water smart.
Shawn Syverson, of KMS
Boy Scout Troop #446, chose Storm
Drain Marking and Education as his
Eagle Scout Project. Shawn marked
over 60 storm drains in the
community of Kerkhoven with the
message “No Dumping, Drains to
Creek.” Rain and snowmelt from
the streets of Kerkhoven enters the
storm sewers and flows directly to
Shakopee Creek, a major tributary
of the Chippewa River. Syverson
also went door-to-door delivering
packets of information on how
individual residents can reduce their

0.2.6.0.0.6.0.0.0.0.0.00.00000206080080800880.8¢
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x Outdoor Classroom Wins Award
FAA AT IR A A Kk kA K

Watershed Project and the
Chippewa County Land and
Resource Management office,
students chose one part of town to
focus on. They marked over 100
storm drains and delivered
information packets to over 1,000
homes. As a part of the project, the
kids picked up trash as they went
through town. Students also
developed a public service
announcement for the local radio
station and a press release for the
Montevideo newspaper.  Their
efforts should remind the citizens of
Montevideo that whatever’s on the
street ends up in either the
Chippewa or the Minnesota River.

pollution potential and
improve the water
quality of Shakopee
Creek. As a final part
of his Eagle Scout
Project, Shawn came to
the September meeting
of the Chippewa River
Watershed Project and
gave a presentation on his storm
drain project.

Elsewhere in the watershed, ‘Wor@ng Togetﬁer for a
Montevideo 5" graders took on the Healthy Watershed!
Storm Drain Marking and Are you l??o&ingfora service project?

Are you part of a youth group, Scout
Club, or 4-H Club and need to complete
an environmental activity? Let the
Chippewa River Watershed Project
ﬁe[;/ We have lots of ideas and
materials available . Call today, 320-
269-2139 x116.

Education Campaign as part of their
social service learning project. The
students in Mr. Mader’s class first
learned about stormwater and its
pollution potential and then got to
work on educating the community.
With help from the Chippewa River

*

Why Join the Monitoring Team?

The City of Benson Outdoor
Classroom was awarded the
2002 Minnesota Association
of Resource Conservation
and Development Council’s
Outstanding Project Award.
The Outdoor Classroom is a
140-acre tract of city owned
land that borders Ambush
Park. Many projects have
been completed in this area
including two wetland
restorations, wildlife tree
planting, hybrid poplar plot,
direct seeding of hardwoods
demonstration plot, wood
duck and bluebird houses,
native grass and forbs

planting, butterfly garden
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and interpretive signage.

The Outdoor
Classroom is located on the
banks of the Chippewa River
and the Chippewa River
Watershed Project is proud
to be a cooperating member.
CRWP has been active in
developing a watershed
learning trunk to be used as
an additional resource for
the area and in conducting
water chemistry and
biological monitoring with
teachers and students.

Congratulations to
the Outdoor Learning
Center Committee and keep
up the great work!

Citizen Monitors provide CRWP with valuable data but
the real value of participating in the network belongs to
you. Monitoring can help you:
Establish local baselines
Document trends in the natural environment
Improve the management on your land
Determine if you are meeting your goals and
moving in the right direction
Involve family members in appreciating water
resources
Help you get to know your stream, river or lake
better
Get a Chippewa River Watershed Project t-shirt

Join the Monitoring Team Today!

Call Paul at 320-269-2139 x119 or
email pw2@mnmontevid.fsc.usda.gov

AN N NN Y Y
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Citizen Monitor Meetings

Are you tired of seeing dirty
water? Or maybe you are tired
of hearing people talk dirt about
the water. Well the only way
you can talk about it with
confidence is if you join the
Citizen Monitor Network and
systematically monitor the
water with us.

Come to one of our Citizen
Monitor informational meetings.
There you will learn what it
means to be a citizen monitor.
Choose a project to do this next
monitoring season. Lets find out
what the water is like together.

Come to one of these meetings:

+ Glenwood City Hall,
March 3 at 7 pm

+  Cyrus Café. March 6 at 7 pm

+ Benson Library, March 10 at
7 pm

+ Montevideo
March 17 at 7 pm

+ Sunburg Caf¢ March 20 at
7 pm

+ Hancock Community
Center, March 24 at 7 pm

Library,

« Kerkhoven Community
Center March 31 at 7 pm
« Brandon Senior Center,

April 7 at 7 pm

Chippewa River Watershed
Otter Tail

Second Annual Citizen Monitoring Workshop

On May 3 2003rom 10 am to 3
pm CRWP will be holding it's

must for anyone interested in
Citizen Monitoring. Please
Second Annual Citizen RSVP By Tuesday, April 29,
Monitor Workshop at the Contact Paul at 320-269-2139
Benson Law Enforcement ext119

Center. The day will
cover monitoring techniques,
river science, past CMN results
and other useful topics. This is a

Free Admission and
Free Lunch!

s
i VEY
IWANT YOU to
Monitor our Lakes and

Rivers!

15_ 5™ Annual Meeting

ATE

Friday, April 4" — Benson VFW
5:30 Registration / Social Hour

Join us for avgreat 6:30 Meal RSVPby April 1- $8.00

?%jﬂ;"ﬂ' 7:30 Presentation from Watershed Staff
accomplishunents and 8:00 Guest Speaker: Gyles Randall,

%féfﬁrwmw University of Minnesota Soil Scientist

CITIZEN CONNECTION Page 5



Going Native

Barsness Park, one of Glenwood’s city parks, has
gotten a new look over the past couple of years.
Barsness Park is located on the southern edge of
Glenwood. It features a recreation area complete with
trails and camping. A stream flows through the park
on its way to Lake Minnewaska. A major shift from
mowed streambanks to a native, wildflower buffer
zone has taken place along the park’s stream. The
project began when the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) Nongame Wildlife program
received a special grant from the Legislative
Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCMR) with
proceeds from the state lottery and in conjunction
with the 'Lakescaping for Wildlife and Water
Quality" book. The project was selected from a group
of 250 applicants for 13 projects done during the
summer of 2000. The project was selected based on
the interest of the city to reduce erosion and the input
of nutrients and grass clippings into Lake
Minnewaska.

The Glenwood DNR Fisheries Office worked
with the city and other volunteers to help design and
install the buffer zones. The first phase of the project
included about 850 linear feet on each side of the
stream. A 25 foot wide buffer zone of native
vegetation was established on each side of the stream
through seeding and planting approximately 50
species of native grasses, wildflowers and shrubs.
These plants, which originally occurred in the
Glenwood area, typically have deep root systems that
help hold streambanks in place during high flow
periods. Introducing a native buffer zone, reduces the
total amount of lawn that needs to be treated with
fertilizer and other lawn chemicals. Many of the
plants were specifically chosen for their value as
nectar sources for butterflies and hummingbirds.
Then with some additional monies the remaining 900
or so linear feet of the stream was planted and seeded
in 2002.

Many volunteer groups participated in the
planting and
§ maintenance  of

the project
__~ including  Boy
= Scouts, Girl
* Scouts, Master
Gardeners, YAK-a
group affiliated
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with
Minnewaska High
School, Sentence | %
to Serve, and
others.  Without
the extreme
dedication  of &8
Sandy  Nelson, [

Glenwood  City
Council member, §
and her input of

huge amounts of personal time the project never
would have gotten off the ground. Special thanks to
her and her family for helping to make the planting
successful.

This past fall, the city of Glenwood was
presented the Ist Annual Community Lakescaping
Shoreline Stewardship Award from the MN DNR.
They were selected for this award based on the
community involvement and appreciation for the
project and for taking bold and effective action to
reduce the effects of soil erosion and fertilizer inputs
into Lake Minnewaska. The city of Glenwood and its
residents were recognized for their leadership in
responding to nonpoint source pollution with a long-
term solution. Visit Barsness Park and experience

native vegetation at its best.
Article information supplied by Leilani Peterson, DNR-Fisheries

Energy for Today
and the Future

Sove & Accessories
Sold & Serviced by

Steve Nokleby

Montevideo, MN 56265
320-269-3276
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Get the Word Out WE WouLD LovE To HEAR FROM You!

ADVE RTISING ' R NN B R R R R R R R R R N IR

SPACE Is Now ’ : Send questions or comments to:
. Chippewa River Watershed Project

‘D\(}’AI'(;‘:B';EV(E ] 629 North 11th Street

DS ass oroduct : Montevideo MN 56265

or servic’e that you . kao@mnmontevid.fsc.usda.gov

want citizens of the
Chippewa River
Watershed to know
about? Take advantage of the new advertising
opportunities in the Citizen Connection. Reach
thousands of watershed residents with one ad.
Pick your size and pay only $5 per square
inch of advertising space. That's pennies per .
person you are reaching. Call now for : Address
information on your advertising options.

Contact Jennifer at 320-269-2139 x120 or
email jac@mnmontevid.fsc.usda.gov * Phone (optional)

L I I I R A B N N I A I N I N I N R A A S I A N R A A I N A N I N IR A AP ST AT B AT A B )

+ Question? Or Comment:;

+ 1 would like more information on:

+ Name

2nd Apnual Winter Seminar

Focusing on the importance of wetland hydrology,

erosion control and phosphorus runoff potential
Sponsored by Chippewa River Watershed Project, Crow River Organization of
Water, Hawk Creek Watershed Project and Prairie Country RC&D

How are you affecting your watershed? | Tuesday, February 18, 2003 Registration

Bveryone has an Lmpact on watershed 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m. I -
Ay i Pre-registration rant meal and registration

vealth. Learn how you oan posisively affeck | Kandi Entertainment Center | vatcild “ptation Ziiduniaisaémﬁify pr

\tAI/A:*cL\:vT;mherZLZ ound ei?/s;’wk:? fﬁ:ﬁ:{” gaf»l;!b Willmar, Minnesota Registration fee includes moming refreshments,
o Siﬂ ﬁ%’tg cnl Continuing Education Credits noon meal, and materials. Make checks payable

'PO'POYM runo ‘PO noat. H™
...................................... will be available for Certified to Prairie Country RC&D.

: Aggnda . Crop Advisors

. . Name

- 8:30 Registration | Cost: Adult $10.00

+ 8:30-9:20 Displays . Adult with  $20.00 Address

« 920 Welcome . CEU Credi

- 9:30 CRWP presents Wetland Hydrology with < redits

. Tom Wenzel :

Session will address drainage systems and drainage law who should atte nol?
as it pertains to wetlands and provide information on

wetland restoration programs, techniques, and benefits This seminar provides valuable

Phone

+ 10:45 Break :| information for everyone in the

- 11:00 CROMV. presents Urban Erosion Issues -] watershed. If you are a:

: with Jay Michels 1 ¢ rarmer

Session will focus on the need for communities to make Adults $10.00 X Number of Adults =
effective dedisions on urban erosion controls and d° Landowner

L 19:(15 Mermwater mancgement using the NEMO program 2| e - City Resident Adult with CEU credits $20.00

L . . - X Number of Adults =

. 1:00 HCWVP presents Phosphorus Runoff ] * Local Elected Official — ! -

: Potential with Neil Hansen ] ° Appointed Official Mail to: For More Inf "
Session will explore how phosphorus moves throughthe  *| o C ion Professional a]_ . o: or More Information
environment, the development of a Minnesota phosphorus onservat,lon rolessiona Prairie Country RC&D Phone: 320-231-0008
index, and best management practices for reducing : T[/l en tl’l LS semLingay 1005 High Ave NE Fax: 320-235-8751
phosphorus runoff . h . g Email:

2 5 Panel Discussion/VWrap-up . LS {OV 50%! Willmar, MN 56201 janell.holien@mn.usda.gov
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Attend these Upcoming Events

Page 8
6 February 6, Shakopee é March 14, CRWP Monthly
Creek Headwaters Monthly Meeting, 10:15 am,
Meeting, 10:00 am, Prairie Glenwood City Hall
Woods Environmental é March 17, Citizen Meeting,
Learning Center 7 pm, Montevideo Library
é February 7, CRWP é March 20, Citizen Meeting,
Monthly Meeting, 10:15 am, 7 pm, Sunburg Café
Glenwood City Hall é March 24, Citizen Meeting,
é February 13-14, River 7 pm, Hancock Community
Leaders Summit, Koinonia Center
Retreat Center-South Haven. | ¢ March 31, Citizen Meeting,
For more information 7 pm, Kerkhoven
contact Rivers Council of Community Center Work on Your
Minnesota 320-259-6800 é April 4, CRWP 5t Annual /
¢ February 18, 2nd Annual Meeting, Benson VFW Watershed!
Winter Seminar, 8:30 am, 4 April 7, Citizen Meeting, 7
Kandi Entertainment Center pm, Brandon Senior Center CRWP Staff
¢ March 3, Citizen Meeting, 7 [ 4 May 3, 2nd Annual Citizen Kylene Olson, Executive Director
pm, Glenwood City Hall Monitor Workshop, 10 am— 320-269-2139 x116
é March 6, Citizen Meeting, 7 3 pm, Benson Law kao@mnmontevid.fsc.usda.gov
pm, Cyrus Café Enforcement Center . .
é March 10, Citizen Meeting, gggl_g/gg_mﬁgngciTéormg Technician
7 pm, Benson le}“ary pw2@mnmontevid.fsc.usda.gov
é March 11-12, Willmar Ag
Show, Willmar Civic Center. Jennifer Churchill, Water shed Specialist
Come out and see the CRWP 320-269-2139 x120
Booth jac@mnmontevid.fsc.usda.gov

All programs and services of the Chippewa River &i&ted Project, Prairie Country RC&D Council, arabgerating agencies are offered on a non
discriminatory basis without regard to race, caf@tjional origin, religion, sex, age, marital sgatuandicap, or sexual orientation.

7~ .

Connecting People
Through Their River

~~—0u0b]%  _

Sponsored by CRWP, Cooperating Partners
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and
Prairie Country RC& D 1005 High Ave NE Willmar MN 56201

Non-Profit Organization
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