“We cannot solve the problems that we have created withatine shinking that
created them.” -Albert Einstein

Over the past 100 years, the watershed has faced tremendous wlidliegstill
trying to provide the resources we all depend on: food, shediereation,
wildlife, jobs and many others. The benefits of a healthy wlatel are endless.
The watershed has seen a tremendous shift in farming practicespaeset and
lifestyles. These shifts have offered numerous benefitsabtihe same time
created some very serious problems. The problems of degradedgwaliéy,
decreased sail fertility, increased flooding and amplified developmersiypeesn
area lakes need to be addressed by each individual of theshemter These
problems did not happen overnight nor can they be solved with one xeastysfi
not a question of returning the landscape to how it was 100 hundredagears
but rather of preserving it so that it can be enjoyed 100 years from now.

The watershed was not impaired by one source, the impairmentasult of
hundreds of individual decisions coming together as one large enenbam
threat.

With the beginning of a new year, the Chippewa River WatdrdPmject
implores YOU to make improving watershed health a priority in 208&all
changes to daily activities will play a big part in a cleaner, hiealtiatershed.

Committing to a healthy watershed is everyone’s responsibilitythe Chippewa
River Watershed Project is dedicated to furthering the camnit by
“Connecting People Through Their River.”

The Chippewa River Watershed Projectin implementing water quality
was awarded $120,840 from the Federalimprovement projects.

319 Grant Fund for water quality . .

improvement projects for the East Branch Primary targets will be added bonuses for
Chippewa River Sub-Watershed. buffer strip installment, shoreline
Incentive payments and cost-sharing will f€storation/naturalization  projects,
be available to the residents of the EastOffering cost share for fencing and
Branch Chippewa River shortly. In alternative water systems in livestock
addition to the existing programs offered €xclusion projects, and other special
by the Soil and Water Conservation Projects needed by the residents of the
District and the Natural Resources East Branch Chippewa River to create a
Conservation Service, landowners will be Nealthier watershed. Call today for more
able to look towards the CRWP for help information

“Anything else you're interested in is
not going to happen if you can't

breath the air and drink the water.
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2002 marks five years of CRWP monitorin¢ people who use the river for swimming and boating.
on the Chippewa River. Results from CRWI/Homeowners need to get their septic systems
monitoring indicate that 2002 was an improveme inspected and take advantage of low interest loans
over past years. In addition, a general improvir available to them through their local county offices.
trend seems to be emerging. In addition, landowners with livestock should

While it is still too early to decipher the contact their local NRCS office about ways to

monitoring data to statistica
satisfaction, the Chippew Site 18 Hwy 40, Total Suspended Solids
seems to be heading in Normalized Yield
cleaner direction. When w
look at the last five years ¢
data we see across i 25000
watershed a reduction in th
monitored pollutants. This i 20000
good news, it means that tf ' 15000
river has been getting cleang S
The data shows thg F 10000 -
the majority of the pollutant
are still coming through afte 5000 1 .
the spring rain storms. Th 0
importance of maintaining
high levels of crop residue o 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998
fields can not be stress
enough.
Fecal Coliform in the river continues to be i minimize livestock access to flowing water.
concern. From mid June to late August tes Why are we seeing cleaner water? The

reported water that was not fit for human contacverdict is still out but there has been an incredible
The limit for human contact is 200 Organisms ptamount of conservation work done by farmers,
100 ml (O/100 ml). Readings as high as 11,0(residents, sportsmen and natural resource
were reported. This is a concern for the mait professionals throughout the 1990’s. It is likely that
their efforts are beginning to
show. But there remains
Hwy 40, 2002, Fecal Coliform vs Date work to be done, surveys
conducted this summer
determined that some
tributaries of the Chippewa
have no buffer of any size
on over 50% of their erosion
prone banks. So while the
residents of the Chippewa
Watershed do deserve
1 congratulations there is still
work to be done.
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Working Together for a
HealthP/ Watershed!
(0]

Are you looking for a service pr
Are you part of a youth group, S
Club, or 4-H Club and need to ¢
an environmental activity? Let {
Chippewa River Watershed Pro
help!" We have lots of ideas ang
materials available . Call today
269-2139 x116.

112

0)+)-( -
)




$ ' # (

@

2 & -
B2 ' -
> 12 )#

>

2 ) -

B2 "#
12 "$ -
2 &) -
1
0o - -

Chippewa River Watershed
Otter Tail

On May 3 2003rom 10 am to 3
pm CRWP will be holding it's
Second Annual Citizen
Monitor Workshop at the

must for anyone interested in

Citizen Monitoring.

RSVP By Tuesday, April 29,
Contact Paul at 320-269-2139

Benson Law Enforcement ext119

Center. The day will

cover monitoring techniques,

river science, past CMN results

and other useful topics. Thisis a
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. Send questions or comments to:

3 . Pt # :

+ Question? Or Comment:; .

21 + 1 would like more information on: .
I "#$ %& . Name :

( 13 : :
¢ Address :

| . .
0 096 : ;

I &N : Phone (optional) :

"%$ $

Pre-registration guarantees meal and registration
materials. Registration deadliRebisiary 1tQ
Registration fee includes morning refreshments,
noon meal, and materidleke checks payable

to Prairie Country RC&D.
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Adults $10.00 X Number of Adults =

Adult with CEU credits $20.00
X Number of Adults =

Mail to: -#S$
Prairie Country RC&D ) HSE $8%
1005 High Ave NE o #341,-41

Willmar, MN 56201 , . o
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CRWP Staff
Kylene Olson, Executive Director
320-269-2139 x116
kao@mnmontevid.fsc.usda.gov

Paul Wymar, Monitoring Technician
320-269-2139 x119
pw2@mnmontevid.fsc.usda.gov

Jennifer Churchill, Watershed Specialist
320-269-2139 x120
jac@mnmontevid.fsc.usda.gov

All programs and services of the Chippewa River &i&ted Project, Prairie Country RC&D

Council, arabperating agencies are offered on a non

discriminatory basis without regard to race, cof@tjional origin, religion, sex, age, marital sgatuandicap, or sexual orientation.
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Sponsored by CRWP, Cooperating Partners
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and

629 N 11th Street
Montevideo, MN 56265

Prairie Country RC&D 1005 High Ave NE Willmar MN 56 201

Non-Profit Organization
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